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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Don Hiscott 

Our members have such a diversity of 

talents. They not only excel in photography 

but they have recently exhibited other skills. 

I recommend Bill Sheppard for public 

office. He spoke so eloquently at the August 

meeting that he convinced the membership 

and the Board that we should continue to 

have refreshments after our meetings. We 

discussed the issue at the August Board 

meeting and voted unanimously to continue 

the Hospitality. We did suggest that those 

who are bringing the goodies keep it simple. 

Thanks Bill. 

We received a note from a Photographer 

who lives in Pittsboro, N.C., offering 

workshops and wanting to communicate with 

our members. His name is Juan A. Pons and 

his website is www.wildnaturephoto.com. He 

does some nice work and has interesting 

workshops. He might want to do a program 

for us some time in the future. 

I announced at the last meeting that the 

nominating committee chaired by Gary 

Magee will present a slate of officers for 

2010 at the October meeting. The election 

will be held in November. If you wish to 

nominate someone from the floor you must 

secure their permission first. The new 

President, Vice President-Programs, 

Secretary and Treasurer will be installed at 

the Christmas Dinner in December. 

NEXT MEETING: 

Monday, Sept. 14, 7:00 PM 

Christ Fellowship Church 

Midland Road at the corner of Pee Dee Road 

Southern Pines, NC 

Program:  Photographing the Cascades – Scott Ziegler  

  

COMPETITIONS:  Brady Smith 

Look out magazine publishers!  Sandhills Photography 

Club is coming!  A great competition was held on August 10 on 

the topic of Magazine Photography.  Beautiful photographs and 

very fitting judges to boot!  Will and Deni McIntyre, who are 

accomplished and well published photographers, did a wonderful 

job giving entertaining and helpful comments and critiques.  

Congratulations to our winners and our many thanks to the judges!  

The winning photographs will be published on the club website 

soon, if they aren’t already.  Here are the details: 

Class A 

   1st – Ford, Donna – TM Article – The Anniversary of the 

Battle at Gettysburg 

   2nd – Smith, Brady – BA Article – Simplifying Dessert 

   3rd – White, June – BA Article – Wine and Fruit 

   HM – Ford, Donna – SI Article – Fast Pitch Softball 

Class B 

   1st – Davis, Jim – SI Article – County Rodeo (Bronco Riding) 

   2nd – Regula, Debra – BHG Article – Attracting Birds to Your 

Garden 

   3rd – Verchick, Dave – BHG Article – Homes of the Outer 

Banks, NC 

   HM – Wandrey, Pamela – TM Article – Seagulls: A Study in 

the Magic of Flight 

   HM – Milson, Barbara – SI Article – Swim Meet 

   HM – Regula, Debra – BHG Article – Collecting Antique Art 

Glass 

Note:  BA=Bon Appétit, BHG=Better Homes and Gardens, 

SI=Sports Illustrated, TM=Time Magazine. 

 

Also, our first Online photo competition’s deadline has past and I received a number of photos.  These photos will be 

posted on the club website for your review and votes during the month of September.  I will send out a blast email when 

the website is up and running.  The winners will be announced at the October club meeting.  This competition will not 

count toward your annual points balance. 

Our next regular club competition is October 12 and will be a Print competition on the topic of Landscapes.  These 

should be photos of an expanse of scenery that can be seen in a single view--a picture depicting an expanse of scenery.  

The hand of man is acceptable as long as it is only an element in a much larger scene.  Panoramic photographs are 
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WORKSHOPS: Bill Matthews 
I'm happy to report that Bob 

Biamonte is planning to offer a 

Photoshop CS4 Workshop at an 

SCC computer lab on a Saturday 

in October. We hope to provide 

details and announce the date 

soon. 

acceptable, as long as they fit within the minimum and maximum size requirements.  Entrants can submit up to two (2) 

pictures taken within the last three (3) years.  Please follow regular guidelines for submitting print images. 

I have received a few comments on the idea of adding a Class C designation, but we need many more comments to 

make a decision.  If I don’t receive more feedback, the competition committee and the board may be left to decide 

without proper input.  Also, if you like this year’s online competition and want us to put on more in the future or have 

other comments, please let me know.  For both issues, you can email me at: competitions@sandhillsphotoclub.org. 

Looking ahead…  Here are the 2010 competitions:  

Feb 2010 – Macro 

Apr 2010 – Black & White 

Jun 2010 – Open 

Aug 2010 – Stop Action 

Oct 2010 – Architectural 

Full descriptions, any specific rules, and digital or print designations for the 2010 competitions will be given in a soon to 

be published newsletter.  We will also provide 2011 topics at that time. 

HAPPY SNAPPING! 

 

PROGRAMS:  Len Barnard 

September 14:  Photographing and Experiencing the Cascades.  Scott Ziegler, 

author of a book on the Cascades in Washington and Oregon entitled “The 

Cascades: A Natural Heritage” will discuss photography related to his published 

photography book. 

November 9: “Take A Second Look With George.” This program will be a very 

informative and, if you know George Butt, entertaining.  To allow George time to 

provide constructive critiques, members will be allowed to submit one of your 

images that you want critiqued or you need help with. Everyone will have the 

opportunity to comment or ask questions. The time devoted to each picture will be determined by the number of entries.  

The subject is open and time limit waived.  This is not a competition, but it should be a fun-packed evening hearing 

George’s expert , humorous comments gained from over 60 years of participating in world-wide photographic 

competitions and exhibitions.  

Images should be submitted electronically as is normally done for our digital competition and detailed below.  To 

allow George ample time to organize and to preview the images before the meeting, the deadline for submission is 

Friday, October 30.  

Please submit your images as an attached file to Bill Matthews at wmath@gmail.com . Images should be JPEG 

format, maximum file size 2 MB, and the file name should include the title. (Abbreviations allowed).  The smaller 

dimension should be at least 758 pixels. Color space should be sRGB for best compatibility with our projector.  

All submissions will be acknowledged. Please contact Bill Matthews, 692-8254 if you have any questions.  

This is the date for our Christmas dinner: December  14.  It will be a Jolly Good time!!!!! See the attached menu and 

reservation form and make your reservations. 

 

EXHIBITIONS:  Betty Hendrix  
 

Weymouth through the Lens: A Photographic Essay 
August 30 to October 29, 2009 

Pick-up your photos Oct. 30 between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm 

 

The Boyd House at Weymouth is open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. weekdays. 

The exhibit is on the second floor in the St. Andrews Room (also known as the board room or conference room).  

Eighteen members brought 34 photos to display in the show.  Please go to see the exhibit and invite friends and neighbors 

as well. 

I’d like to thank all those who printed and framed photographs for this show.  I especially thank the six diligent 

workers who assisted in the hanging – Bill Newton, June White, Jill Margeson, Kathy Green, Carol Smetana, and 

Denis Smetana.  This was a challenging show to hang and having lots of hands to do the job made it go smoothly.  This 

was a great team!! 
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2009 SPC Board Members 

President  Don Hiscott 295-9544 

Vice President Len Barnard 673-2135 

Secretary  Donna Ford 295-5301 

Treasurer  Denis Smetana 944-8124 

Past President Bill Matthews 692-8254 

Programs  Len Barnard 673-2135 

Competition Brady Smith 947-3946 

Exhibitions Betty Hendrix 949-4131 

Field Trips Brenda Hiscott (Spring) 295-9544 

  Kathy Green (Fall)  585-0190 

Day Trips Jill Margeson 673-1497 

Hospitality Bill Sheppard 944-1219 

Publicity  Ann Stokes 235-0950 

Workshops Bill Matthews 692-8254 

Newsletter Ann Stephens 673-2091 

Library  Gisela Danielson 673-0521 

PSA Rep  Jim Smith 673-4744 

Membership Allison Earl 215-0316 

Website  John Wynton 673-1084 

Club Photographer Jim McGill 295-6686 

SANDHILLS  YOUTH  PHOTOGRAPHY  CLUB (SYPC):  Brenda Hiscott 

The SYPC (Sandhills Youth Photography Club) has been a most rewarding experience for our six young ladies. They 

are so enthusiastic that they have asked to meet throughout the year. Some of them want to join the “Big” Club as student 

members. They are eligible to participate as family members. 

I extend a big “Thank You” to our leaders: Susan McKibben, Gary Magee, Brady Smith, Bill Newton, Dave 

Verchick, Jim Smith, and Don Hiscott. 

It’s been a fun time for all of us. What a rewarding feeling to see the potential talent that our youth exhibited. 

Good job by everybody! 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Alison Earl 

As of August we now have 100 paid members, along with our two honorary members!!!!  At the August meeting we 

didn’t have any new members join, but I’ve heard from a few that have joined recently: 

Vicki Craig is one of our new members and she jumped right in and submitted two photos to our August 

competition!  Vicki lives in Robbins and is interested in becoming more knowledgeable in the photography field, with 

special interests in wedding photography and landscapes.  She has a Canon Rebel XT camera and considers herself about 

a 5.5 on a scale of 1-10 expertise-wise!   

Kelly Peckels is a returning member.  She considers herself an amateur, enjoying taking photographs for the past 15 

years or more.  She has a Canon EOS Rebel XS that she’s used for the last two months.  She is hoping to learn more 

about digital photography through our club and shares the love of photography with us.  She has lived in this area about 

four years, coming from South Florida.  One of the things that she enjoyed last year when she was a member was hearing 

the critiques from the judges during competitions.  She’s hoping she’ll enjoy them as much this year – as they critique 

HER images! 

Pam Hill is another new member and calls herself a beginner but loves taking pictures with her new Canon EOS 

Rebel XTi, particularly of flowers and landscapes.  She is hoping to gain some knowledge of her camera and some tricks 

to achieve beautiful shots.  She is almost a native, moving here in 1982! ☺  Working as an interior designer at Village 

Design Group, she believes her flair for scale and balance will come in handy with photography. 

Thank you Vicki, Kelly, and Pam for sharing your information!  We welcome you all!! 

 

FALL FIELD TRIP:  Kathy Green 

Fall Trip to Cherokee and the Smoky Mountains 

(Oct. 19 - 21, 2009) 
  Questions ???  Kathy Green 910-585-0190   email: klg1309@aol.com 

 

LIBRARY:  Gisela Danielson 

 Thanks to all the members that checked out books. Please 

remember to return your books at the next meeting or make 

arrangements for an extension. You may borrow books and/or 

DVD/CDs. Place your order via email, gdanielson@nc.rr.com or call 

me, 673-0521. Your order will be ready for pick-up at the next SPC 

meeting.  

Donations of gently used and fairly recent photography related books 

and CD/DVDs are always appreciated.  

 

REFRESHMENT ASSIGNMENTS: Bill Sheppard 

The following are refreshment providers for the next three months: 
September Jill Margeson 

October  Carol Smetana & Joan Herrman 

November Pat Murray 

         

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING: 

Thursday, Sept. 17, 3:00 pm, 

Sandhills Community College 

Horticultural Gardens 

Visitor’s Center. 
 

SPC WEBSITE: 

www.sandhillsphotoclub.org 
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT: Denis Smetana 
 

Monthly Financial Report Regular Account 

July 1, 2009 Starting balance $5,357.49 

  Expenses                   - 61.42 

 

  Income          $127.59 

 

July 31, 2009 Final balance    $5,423.66 

 

The expenses for July were for rebate of overpayment of dues to two members and dinner expenses for the June judge. 

Income was from '09 dues from six members and interest on our checking account. 

 

Monthly Financial Report Projects Account 

There was no other activity in our projects account so the beginning and end balance was the same at $162.65.  

The balance of the Regular Account (including the Projects Account) is $5,586.31. 

 

JIM McGILL in HOSPITAL:  Jim McGill suffered a stroke and was hospitalized on August 15. His left side and 

swallowing were affected considerably. Jim’s children have been rotating duties to oversee their Dad. They have been 

giving progress reports on Jim’s condition every few days to Jim Smith. As of this writing on August 28, Jim had just 

been moved from the main section of the hospital to the in-house rehabilitation center. Jack (a son) stated that the 

physical therapists are pleased with Jim’s progress. He is now able to stand and take a couple of steps with the aid of a 

walker. He still has some issues with swallowing. Jack expects he will remain there in the rehab center for a couple of 

weeks to a month. Jim wishes that visitation be kept to family members only. His family has said cards to Jim should be 

sent to Jim McGill, PO Box 1865, Pinehurst, NC  28370.  Family members will get the cards to him. Jim’s family gives 

thanks for all the well wishes, and will continue to give Jim Smith updates.  

  

WHERE HAVE ALL THE FLOWER PHOTOS GONE?  Jim Smith 

When I asked for contributions of floral images at the July meeting, I indicated there was a lot of time. To date I have 

received images from only five members. We need many more contributors if Gary Magee and I are to produce a good 

show for a garden club. Images may be of single flowers, groups of flowers, Shrubs, songbirds, insects, etc. Please help 

us out. I know many of you have some good images to contribute. If possible, size them so that the shortest dimension is 

at least 768 pixels, just like for digital competitions. Send them as jpegs to me at smithjf@aol.com. If you have any 

questions, see the August newsletter for more details or call me at 673-4744. Many thanks to those who have already sent 

me some images, and also to you who plan to send some. 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO EQUIPMENT CLASSIFIED 

 

FOR SALE: Ballhead, Bogen/Manfrotto Model 3262QR ballhead with integrated quick-release 

platform, and a mating camera mount platform. Condition is excellent. Asking $55.00. Contact Jim Smith 

at smithjf@aol.com. 

 

FOR SALE: Mat Cutter, Logan Model 301-s comes with two cutter heads, a bevel cutter and a straight 

edge cutter.  Will accommodate up to 30-inch cuts. Included are extra blades, a DVD video instruction 

and a VHS instructional videotape. If needed, I will demonstrate how to use to a potential buyer. Asking 

$50.00. Contact Jim Smith at smithjf@aol.com. 

 
If you wish to buy or sell photo equipment, send your ad to Ann Stephens at astephens95@nc.rr.com. 

Ads run for two issues unless you request otherwise. 
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Sandhills Photography Club Holiday Dinner 
 

Table on the Green 
Midland Country Club, 2205 Midland Drive, Pinehurst 

Monday, December 14, 2009, 6:00 PM 

 

Hot Hors D’Oeuvres 

Crab Bundle/Sweet Potatoes 

Spring Roll/Chilies Sauce 

 

Salad 

Mixed Spring Salad, Balsamic Vinaigrette 

 

Dinner – Choice of: 

 Fillet of Salmon,  
Broiled with White Wine Lemon Butter, Capers and Orange Segments  

 

Sautéed Chicken Breast  

W/ Champagne Sauce, Wine Shallot Reduction 

 

Pan Seared Filet Mignon, 

W/Red Wine Shallots and Mushrooms  

 

Served with Potatoes Au Gratin and Sautéed Vegetables   

 

Dessert 

Tiramisu 

Coffee, Tea  

 

Chicken $22.00, Salmon $23.00, Filet 5 oz $25.00 (price includes tax & gratuity) 

Cash Bar throughout the function 

 

 

 

 

  

Reservation Form 

Our Holiday Dinner will be held at the Table on the Green again this year.  The cost must be prepaid by cash or check. (If check, make 

payable to the Sandhills Photography Club).  Please complete the form below and mail or deliver to:  

 

Denis Smetana  

219 Edinboro Drive 

Southern Pines, NC 28387 

 

Name_______________________________   Name____________________________ 

 

Entrée______________________________         Entrée___________________________ 

 

 

Deadline for this reservation and payment is November 30, 2009.   
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